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in 1836. At that time, President Sam Houston appointed Stephen F. Austin as the first 
Texas secretary of state. Unfortunately, Austin died of pneumonia only three months 
after taking office.51 After statehood, the roles of protocol officer and foreign affairs chief 
were removed from the position. In addition to recordkeeping, the position eventually 
received new duties and responsibilities as the size and scope of state government 
increased. One of the most important sets of records that the secretary of state’s office 
maintains is related to elections. The office is responsible for administering the Texas 
Election Code, keeping statewide voter registration lists, certifying voting systems and 
equipment, and maintaining registration lists of candidates and political parties. The 
office also oversees Project V.O.T.E. (Voters of Tomorrow through Education), which is 
designed to teach school-aged children about the process and importance of voting.52 
The requirement that the secretary of state serve as the chief election officer in Texas is 
consistent with the practice in thirty-nine of the states.

The office is also responsible for keeping records concerning banking and other 
business activities. All legal corporations, including businesses, must file with the office, 
and in return each business receives a charter or license to operate in Texas. This duty 
also extends to nonprofit and charitable organizations operating in the state of Texas. 
The secretary’s office also certifies all notaries public and keeps the official state seal. 

Any registered trade names that a company uses or any 
registered trademarks are filed with the secretary of state’s 
office. The Texas Register, a weekly update of all rules, 
regulations, meetings, opinions, and proclamations 
associated with official state business, is published in the 
secretary’s office. Again, these practices are consistent 
with the office of secretary of state in most states.

Recent governors have expanded the job of the 
secretary of state through executive orders, adding three 
roles to the office. First, the secretary of state is now the 
chief administrator for the Texas Border and Mexican 
Affairs Division, which is charged with overseeing border 
issues and Mexico-Texas relations. The secretary has also 
been designated the chief international protocol officer; in 
this capacity, he or she receives international delegations. 
In 2010, Governor Perry added a third role, appointing 
Hope Andrade, the secretary at that time, as the Texas 
census ambassador. In this role, the secretary was charged 
with promoting participation in the 2010 U.S. Census. 
Note that some of these roles restore earlier functions of 
the office from the time of the Republic of Texas.

Given the long history of the position, it is not 
surprising perhaps that many holders of the office have 
gone on to hold other political positions. Three secretaries 
later became governor of the state, while another three 
became lieutenant governor. Six secretaries of state were 
later elected attorney general. In addition, the office has 
been somewhat more diverse than other state executive 
offices. This office was one of the first to feature a woman 

Shortly after the November 2014 election, Governor elect Greg 
Abbott named Carlos Cascos, Cameron County Judge, to be the 
110th secretary of state. Cameron, a certified CPA and long-time 
resident of the Rio Grande Valley, has significant experience in 
government and public finance.
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